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Bats - Myths and Realities

Many people think that bats are
blind and dangerous. They attack
friam ang, stick to the body and once they
stick it is diffictdt to remove them. While
flying they frequently entangle with
woment hair. They consume food
through the mowuth and defecate aiso
through the mowth and they spread
diseazes, All these statements are not
trie.

Bats are beneficial animals. The
mmsectiverous bats are the only major
predators of night-flying msects and
thus control the agricudtural pests. The
friut bats disperse seeds. Their actvities
are vital to rain forests and to the
worlds most economically important
plants. the nectarivorous bats pollinate
many flowers of bananas, mangoes,
guavas, avocadas, dates, figs, etc.,
Some flowers open or produce nector
only at night relying on bats to be
studied in detail and forthe public to be
informed of the myths and realities
about bats ™.

C. Karpagajothi
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